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And the strangest thing of all is that we move
forward, in a bewildered company, knowing that
our every act and word is the resultant of ancient
forces, not one of which we can change or
modify in the least degree, while we live under
the instinctive delusion, which survives the severest
logic, that we can always and at every moment
do to a certain extent what we choose to do.
What the truth is that connects and underlies
these two phenomena, we have not the least con-
ception ; but meanwhile each remains perfectly
obvious and apparently true. To myself, the
logical belief is infinitely the more hopeful and
sustaining of the two ; for if the movement of
progress is in the hands of God, we are at all
events taking our mysterious and wonderful part
in a great dream that is being evolved, far more
vast and amazing than we can comprehend;
whereas if I felt that it was left to ourselves to
choose, and that, hampered as we feel ourselves
to be by innumerable chains of circumstance, we
could yet indeed originate action and impede the
underlying Will, I should relapse into despair be-
fore a problem full of sickening complexities and
admitted failures. Meanwhile, I do what I am
given to do ; I perceive what I am allowed to
perceive; I suffer what is appointed for me to
suffer ; but all with a hope that I may yet see
the dawn break upon the sunlit sea, beyond the
dark hills of time.
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